“The Wildness of God”

Genesis 1
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INTRODUCTION—Series on Creation based on book by J. Philip Newell, The Book of Creation: An Introduction to Celtic Spirituality, Paulist Press:New York, 1999. 
What are your earliest memories of nature, creation? 
Lying on my back in the thick green grass, watching the clouds drift across the blue sky

Desire of modern people to reintegrate our lives and our spirituality with the mystery of creation
Mary Oliver: “Messenger”

“Genesis is not a chronological account of the making of the earth. Rather it is a meditation on the ever-present mystery of creation.” (p. 3)

“At the heart of all that has life is the light of God.” (p. 3) 

All life is rooted in the light of the first day
John 1:1-14

New physics—big bang-the initial spark of creation contained all that was come after.
Matter matters. Creation, Incarnation
Mystery—God shows God’s self in all things but can be known in nothing.

Kenneth White:

the loveliness is everywhere
even
in the ugliest
and most hostile environment
the loveliness is everywhere
at the turning of a corner
in the eyes

and on the lips

of a stranger

in the emptiest areas

where is no place for hope

and only death

invites the heart

the loveliness is there

it emerges 

incomprehensible
inexplicable

it rises in its own reality

and what we must learn is

how to receive it

into ours

(p. 9)

Grace washes away the things that obscure the essential goodness of life. Redemption is the journey of being reconnected to the light of God within.

“The Second Day: The Wildness of God”
Genesis 1:6

“The waters of Genesis 1 are the dark mystery of God that enfolds all things. Into this essentially unknowable and infinite realm of God a dome of space and time is created. It is like a womb or matrix of life. In it will appear all that is to be created. St. Paul speaks of the One ‘in whom we live and move and have our being.’”

“A mighty wind sweeps over the face of the waters, a swirling movement of the four elements: earth, air, fire, and water.”

“Desires, emotions and creative urges suddenly surge up from our depths like whirlwinds. If channeled creatively they give rise to artistic expression, to action for justice, or to new birth in ourselves and relationships.”

What do we fear?

Wildness is uncontrollable



Wildness cab be harmful


“Whether emotionally or artistically, when fear suppresses the energies in us that have their origin in the wildness of God, they will be turned into forces of death rather than vitality. Between us this leads to apathy or violence. Within us it means a dearth of creativity.”

Wind in Genesis sometimes translated as “the Spirit of God”

“The theme of the interweaving of God’s life throughout all things is a primary characteristic of the Celtic tradition.”


“Thin places”

“Let us be clear that giving place to a wild energy from within ourselves is not about lawless self-will. It is not about doing whatever we please. Rather, it is about obeying a law planted deep within our nature, made as we are in the image of the One who is passionate. Just a Jesus was true to that dimension of himself in being angry at injustice in the temple and naming hypocrisy, or weeping passionately at the death of a friend, so in the service of love we may follow the wild energies that arise in us.”

“Seeking the place of one’s resurrection”—willingness to let go of or die to one’s home, or the place that is comfortable and familiar, in order to find new life.
“The gospel of Christ leads us not into what we already know but into what we do not yet know.”
“Follow truth wherever you find it. Even if it takes you outside your preconceived ideas of God or life.” (p. 29)
The gift of creation is a self-giving of God, a self-revelation.
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