“The Harmony of God and the Creatureliness of God”
Genesis 1

CUMC, 05-16-09
Series on Creation based on book by J. Philip Newell, The Book of Creation: An Introduction to Celtic Spirituality, Paulist Press:New York, 1999.

The sun, moon, and stars, in their harmony of movement and light, are further epiphanies of God, further self-revelation. The sun by day and the moon by night declare the mystery of God.

In the Celtic tradition, the sun and moon were reverenced as great gifts from God. They were regarded as messengers of grace.

Prayers Newell pp. 54-55

When you feel the sun’s warmth on your face, are you reminded of God’s life-giving love? When you stare at the moon or the stars in the black sky, do you sense the mystery of God? 

In the Celtic tradition, the light of the sun was viewed in masculine terms, just as the light of the moon was seen in feminine terms. The sun was associated with power, strength, reason, and intellect. The moon was associated with gentleness, intuition, and free-flowing emotion. And, of course, it takes both the sun and moon to make a complete day. 
Our society has shunned the darkness of night, especially in the cities, and developed brighter and brighter ways to turn darkness into light. We also have devalued the feminine. After all these years of enlightenment, women are still struggling for recognition equal to men. Why do we value so highly dark skies in our valley? Because it is so rare, and because we are not afraid of the night. We want to experience God in the Milky Way. Perhaps we also want to experience the feminine side of God.
This is the understanding in speaking of the harmony of God. God said “Let us make humankind in the divine image. Both male and female God made us.” Obviously humankind cannot exist without both female and male. But neither can any one individual be whole without the harmony of female and male within. Forgive me for speaking in stereotypes, but we still think that men are supposed to be strong and brave and able bring home the bacon; but they should also be kind, loving, and nurturing. Women are supposed to be kind, loving, nurturing, but also strong, brave, and quite capable of accomplishing anything. I hope as a society we are finally beginning to see that our gender differences are to be celebrated and not used to abuse and repress either gender.
The Divine Creator has built into the very fabric of the universe this necessary harmony of sun and moon, light and dark, masculine and feminine. In the mystery of God we believe that God is neither male nor female; but God expresses God’s self in both the feminine and the masculine. And since we are created in God’s image, we must honor both aspects of the divine and of humankind.
We understand Jesus the Christ to be the perfect example of this balance. He was a whole person, respecting both men and women, and holds together within himself the harmony of a true human being, both male and female, both creature and divine. 

We all have a deep desire for love—to be loved, to be able to give love. We have a deep desire to be united to another. This is how we are made. Too often our society has abused this yearning for divine connection and turned it into a big sex business. However, it is in God that we truly know love. A love relationship with another human being is a divine thing; it is an essential aspect of the mystery of God. 

Mary Oliver, A Pretty Song
Creation speaks to us of God: the light of God, the wildness of God, the fertility of God, the harmony of God, and the creatureliness of God.

“On the fifth day God said let the waters bring forth swarms of creatures.” And with creatures come the five senses. We can see the light of God, smell the richness of the earth, hear the waters crashing on the shore, taste the goodness of the plants, and touch the silkiness of the roses and the prick of the thorns. The five senses of our bodies reveal to us a God who delights in our creation, just as our inner senses connect us to the eternal mystery of God. 
Are we physical beings trying to have a spiritual experience, or are we spiritual beings having a physical experience? Perhaps there is a third option—are we whole beings, both human and divine created in the perfect harmony of sun and moon, male and female, body and spirit? There is much we can learn from our animal neighbors and friends—they don’t worry about it. They don’t agonize about who they are or who they should be. They just are—the perfect example of living in the present moment. Creatures have an ability to be completely still, with a heightened awareness of all that is around them.
If you have pets, I’m sure you’ve had this experience: I wish I could crawl into Timber’s head. What is he thinking? What does he feel, if anything? Does he think I am an absolute idiot? Does he love me? Does he have a soul? What happens to him when he dies? One thing I do know: when our eyes connect for any length of time, I see a bit of God looking back at me.
The Irish monk from the 7th century, Columbanus, said “If you wish to know the Creator, come to know his creatures.” St. Francis is known for his relationship to animals. Native American spirituality emphasizes our brotherly and sisterly relationship to all animals. The animal kingdom, in all its variety, beauty, and ferociousness is another revelation of God. A great Celtic saint from centuries past named Coleman is said to have befriended three animals. A rooster woke him up for early morning prayer, a mouse nibbled at his toes if he did not get up, and a fly acted like a pre-computer cursor to indicate which line of the Psalms Coleman should be praying. In the book of Job we read, “Ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and they will tell you.” Creatures, fully alive in their senses, seem to be more alert to the guidance of God than we humans are. We need to return to the goodness of our senses as a vital connection to God.
Recovering our relationship to creation involves a willingness to listen to God in new ways, to open ourselves to God at deeper and deeper levels.

Something else we can learn from creatures: endless song, unending praise to Creator and to life. An ancient Scottish prayer goes: “Every creature on the earth here below and the ocean beneath and in the air above was giving glory to the great God of the creatures and the worlds, and would we be silent!?” 
Let our very being be in constant praise and gratitude to our Creator for this sweet life. 

Mary Oliver, The Place I Want to Get Back To
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