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Step up, little David, step up and take him down
Step up, little David, step up and take your crown
Oh, take that giant down.
Little David on the hillside, attending Daddy’s sheep

When Goliath called for battle, Oh wake up from your sleep

You lily-livered sheep!

The Israelites were fearful, a shakin’ in their shoes

Crying Who will come and save us, which soldier shall we choose
Oh who will the Lord God choose

Little David he came forward, no battle axe or sword

Sayin’ I will kill Goliath, and I will trust the Lord

Oh, I don’t need no sword

The shepherd went battle, taking only what he knew

A slingshot and a pebble, the Lord will follow me through

The Lord is what he knew

One rock was all he needed to bring that giant down

One rock and the Rock of Ages, put Goliath on the ground

Little David take your crown.
Here we have one of the most famous stories on the planet—David and Goliath, the little guy taking on the big guy, faith winning over might, heart over heavy weapons. 
The Hebrews were hardly a nation yet. They were a struggling band of farmers, cattlemen, and sheepherders who were trying to make a home for themselves in the hill country among other tribes who had been in the area for a much longer time. Moses led these former slaves out of Egypt and into freedom. Joshua led them from the desert into the land they believed God had promised them. However, that land was already occupied, so many difficult years followed. The people at first trusted themselves entirely to God. Instead of kings, a series of powerful men and women occasionally rose to leadership as wise judges. But as it became more difficult to protect themselves from other occupants of the Promised Land, the people demanded a human king, a military leader. Saul was chosen, reluctantly, by the prophet Samuel to be the first king of Israel. Saul had too many personal issues and was unsuccessful. So the Philistines were back, amassed on the hillside with their champion bellowing for anyone to take him one. Goliath was ready to defeat the Israelites once and for all.

 The Philistines probably came from the Aegean area of the Mediterranean. Archaeologists have discovered from the black and red artistic pottery of the Philistines that they had been influenced by the culture of Greece. We also know that they were beer guzzlers of enormous proportions - they even had filters in their drinking cups to prevent the barley grains used to brew their beer from sticking in their throats.

The Philistines were great seamen. The Egyptians called them the sea people. Like later day Vikings, they plundered everywhere from the gold mines of Tarsus to the coast of Israel. Today the word Palestine can be traced back to the word Philistine.

About two hundred years before David took on Goliath, the Philistines settled in Israel in the south coastal region, and they established five cities: Ashkelon, Ashdod, Gath, Ekron, and Gaza. The bellicose Philistines were a powerfully governed people and were culturally more sophisticated than the Hebrews. They were the first to use iron for weapons and the construction of chariots. They were eager to move eastward and sweep the country clean of anyone who would stand in their powerful way. Occasionally a guerilla Robin Hood leader would destroy one of their temples as Samson did at Gaza, or occasionally a mighty warrior like Saul would win a battle. But as the years went on, Philistine power and wealth grew, and Israel was filled with fear. They had forgotten their faith in the God who brought them out of Egypt. Their faith in their now weakening king Saul was crumbling, and there was no one who could answer the giant’s challenge.
No one, that is, except for a kid, a young shepherd touched by God and filled with God’s spirit. David carried no armor, only the equipment of a shepherd. However, David trusted in the surprising possibilities of God’s deliverance. He understood that “The Lord does not save by sword or spear.” He believed that, by God’s grace, a well-placed pebble could do far more than superior weapons.

Now, of course, the story is quite violent. David is not content with just killing the giant; he also has to chop off his head. I don’t believe we can find justification for holy violence in this story, but it is a story of faith. God is in opposition to arrogant and self-serving power and its violence. We are asked to trust in God who says there is a way into the future when there seems no way.

In our own time we have seen the collapse of the Berlin Wall and the end of apartheid. What will happen now in Iran?

One of my favorite David and Goliath stories comes from the sacred history of Indiana High School Basketball. When I was growing up in Indiana, there was church and there was the basketball court, there was God and there was the coach, there was Holy Communion and there was the game, there was the Devil and there was the other team. I kid you not. The most holy story of Indiana basketball was turned into a movie over 20 years ago. It was called “Hoosiers,” and it was loosely based on the true story of the Milan, Indiana High School basketball “Indians” of 1954. Milan is a small town in southern Indiana. In 1954 the high school consisted of 161 students, 75 of them boys, most of who tried out for the basketball team. It was about the same size as Custer County HS is now. And that season they managed to beat the Muncie Central Bearcats in the greatest game of all time, the state finals, 32-30. It would be like the Bobcats defeating Cherry Creek—a very large school. In those days, schools were not classified and limited to who they would play. Every season brought hope to every little David team that they could defeat Goliath. All that changed in 1997 when Indiana decided to go the class by size route. It caused a great controversy among basketball fans.  

Well, in truth, Indiana basketball is not going to make the world a better place or bring the kingdom of God to earth. What can we learn from the David and Goliath story? Rev. Brian Boughknight suggest three things: Be filled with God’s spirit before the battle; Use what you have; and Invite God into the arena with you.
FIRST, BE FILLED WITH GOD'S SPIRIT BEFORE THE BATTLE.

Preparation is everything. What ever giant you must face in life, take the time to meditate or pray. Get in touch with the loving source of your life. Trust in God’s mercy and allow God to fill you up with spiritual power. The Israelites were filled with fear when faced with Goliath. They were frozen in their boots. But David trusted in God and was able to face Goliath without fear.

SECOND, USE WHAT YOU HAVE.

King Saul tried to arm David with heavy metal gear, but it wasn't comfortable for the boy. He couldn’t move in it. He used what he had--his slingshot, his staff, and a few rocks. You can't do battle with someone else's armor. You have to use your own gifts, experiences, and abilities. God has equipped you with all that you need for victorious living. Just use what you have.

John and Mary were sitting on a bench in the moonlight. The fragrance of flowers filled the air, and everything was conducive to romance. John asked Mary, "If you weren't what you are, what would you like to be?" Mary replied, "I would like to be an American Beauty rose." Then she turned the same question to John: "If you weren't what you are, what would you like to be?" He said, "An octopus, one of those creatures in the ocean with a thousand arms." "Why on earth would you want to be an octopus?" she asked. He smiled and replied, "So I could wrap all thousand arms around you." She said, "Shut up, boy. You ain't using the two arms you got."

A young man who was once a fine athlete and a college cheerleader, one day made a mistake on a trampoline; he broke his back and will spend the rest of his life in a wheelchair. He cannot use his legs, but his hands were unimpaired. He has become a wizard on the computer and today is a valued employee in a bank. When you're up against a giant, use what you've got. 

THIRD: INVITE GOD INTO THE ARENA WITH YOU.

Neil T. Anderson, in his book "Victory Over Darkness," tells a thrilling story about a little girl born with major health problems which left her crippled. She had a large, wonderful Christian family. But while her brothers and sisters enjoyed running and playing outside, she was confined to braces. She asked, "will I ever be able to run and play like the other children?" Her parents said, "Honey, keep on believing and trying. God can work wonders." Not only did she believe; she worked at it, trying to walk short distances without her braces, assisted by her brothers and sisters. On her 12th birthday, her braces were removed and she walked out of the doctor's office unassisted. By the age of 16 she was a star on the basketball team and one of the best young runners in America. She went to the Olympics in Australia and won a bronze metal. Four years later in Rome she won three gold metals and set a world's record. Wilma Rudolph capped the year by receiving the prestigious Sullivan Award as the most outstanding amateur athlete in America. With God's help, she had conquered a giant.

It was not David’s appearance which caused God to choose him, but rather his heart, his character.

As a church we know our own resources are limited, so we put our confidence in God. Can we be a David? Clearly, individuals can make a difference, and so can small congregations. In fact, half of all congregations in the US contain fewer than 100 adults who participate on a regular basis. These churches are full of people with close personal bonds and a high level of commitment — folks who contribute to health kits and school kits, organize arts and crafts for Vacation Bible School, show up to paint the church, run the yard sale, teach a class, assist their neighbors in all kinds of tasks. Successful small congregations are compassion-driven and mission-driven, according to. “The 21st century is the century of small, strong congregations,” says church consultant Kennon Callahan, predicting that around the planet “the vast majority of people will be in these congregations.” From rural areas to urban centers, he believes that people will continue to be drawn to the “immediacy, intimacy and nearness” that small, strong congregations provide.

“In a big world, the small church has remained intimate,” writes Carl Dudley in his book Making the Small Church Effective. “In a fast world, the small church has been steady. In an expensive world, the small church has remained plain. In a complex world, the small church has remained simple. In a rational world, the small church has kept feelings. In a mobile world, the small church has been an anchor. In an anonymous world, the small church calls us by name — by nickname!”

As a small church, we can remain strong against the evil giants by filling our souls with God’s Spirit, maximizing what God has given us, and inviting God into all that we do! Amen.
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