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Acts 4:7-13

13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus.  

1 John 3:16-22

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us--and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.  17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?  

18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  19And by this we will know that we are from the truth …
I. Introduction

I. Man trained large Husky dog to pull light garden plow. Dog didn't like it, but did it out of obedience. When strangers came around and interrupted garden work, dog became mean, barking. One day a neighbor came by for a chat and the dog put up usual howl. Man said to neighbor, "Relax, he won't hurt you. He only barks so he'll have an excuse not to plow."

I. Is our Post-Easter story one of timidity?
I. Sometimes we use any excuse we can think of to avoid boldly proclaiming the good news and witnessing to the light in our lives.

I. Story of Peter and early Christians – first they were terrified, then they moved out in boldness

I. Perhaps we are timid because we’re afraid we might not be appreciated.

A man writing at the post office desk was approached by an older fellow with a postcard in his hand. The old man said, "Sir, could you please address this postcard for me?" The man gladly did so, agreeing also to write a short message and sign the card for the man. Finally, the younger man asked, "Now, is there anything else I can do for you?" The old fellow thought about it for a moment and said, "Yes, at the end could you just put, 'P.S. Please excuse the sloppy handwriting.'"
I wonder how that young man felt the next time he was given an opportunity to do something good for someone else?
II. Going public - When a family business or private corporation decides to issue stocks for sale, people are invited to become sharers in the enterprise. It is called "going public." Whenever a company "goes public" or a person invests in such an enterprise, there is always an element of risk involved. 

II. This is the meaning of the resurrection of Jesus Christ: God goes public by revealing who God is and offering the living presence of God to all who would receive, inviting all who are interested to become "sharers" in God's enterprise. 

II. Peter and the disciples went public with the gospel, preaching, teaching, and healing, causing quite a stir among the traditional authorities. 
II. There are dangers for us in going public. It is reasonable to expect accurate information before we invest. We need to ask the whys, the hows, the whats, and the how muches. 

III. Why should we go public, as disciples did? 

III. How can we not? Jesus lived his life for us. He suffered, died, and was resurrected so that we, too, can have new live, real life! 

III. Should we not then live our lives for others? 

IV. How shall we go public? With boldness, filled with the Holy Spirit, filled with divine love.
IV. Man trying to read serious book, little son kept interrupting him, lean against his knees, say "Daddy I love you." Father give him pat on head, say absently, "Yes, son, I love you, too," give him a little push away so he could go on reading. Finally boy ran to his father, said "I love you Daddy," then jumped on his lap, threw his arms around him with a big squeeze, exclaimed "And I just have to do something about it!"
V. What it is we should be doing? Christ’s work, God’s unfinished business.
V. Composer Giacomo Puccini - famous operas. 1922 suddenly stricken by cancer while working on last opera, "Turandot." Puccini told students, "if I don't finish, I want you to finish for me." Died. Students studied opera carefully, finished. 1926 world premiere in Milan with Puccini's favorite student, Arturo Toscanini, directing. Everything went beautifully until opera reached point where Puccini forced to put down pen. Tears down Toscanini's face. Stopped music, put down baton, turned to audience, cried out, "Thus far the master wrote, but he died." Vast silence filled opera house. Then Toscanini picked up baton again, smiled through tears, exclaimed, "But the disciples finished his work." When "Turandot" ended, audience broke into thunderous applause. 

V. Jesus trusted his mission to his disciples, scared and scattered though they were. He still trusts his disciples to carry on his work.

VI. How much will it cost? Everything
VI. Jesus, disciples, martyrs

VI. A costly decision -

VI.  Little boy told by doctor he could save sister's life by giving her some blood. Girl near death, victim of disease from which boy made marvelous recovery earlier. Patient's only hope transfusion from someone who conquered disease. Children had same rare blood type. "Johnny, would you like to give your blood for Mary?" Boy hesitated, lower lip trembled, smiles, "Sure, doctor. I'll give my blood for my sister." Two children wheeled into operating room, smiled at each other. When ordeal was over, Johnny asked doctor, "When do I die?" Then doctor realized why Johnny hesitated and his lip trembled.  

VI. It costs to go public. There is always risk. John Wooden, UCLA basketball, book, They Call Me Coach - The team which makes the most mistakes will probably win. It's the doers who make mistakes, the doers who are successful.

VII. Return on the investment? - Transformation of World - Salvation

VII. Make a difference? - Man walking along Mexican beach saw another man in distance, leaning down, picking up, throwing into ocean. Got closer, noticed man was picking up starfish one at a time, tossing into sea. Puzzled, asked why. "Low tide, starfish washed up onto shore, die."  Yes, but must be thousands on this beach. Happening all over on all beaches. You can't possibly make a difference. He smiled, bent down, picked up another, threw it back into sea, "Made a difference to that one!" 
VII. Love requires drastic measures - Jeremy hit Kathy, George. Always angry. Kathy had to find teacher, Mr. Sanders. "Jeremy again?"  "You have to do something about him, Mr. Sanders!" Tried everything, principal suspended him, nothing worked. Mr. Sanders decided it was time for drastic measures, called Jeremy to his office, told him to stand perfectly straight. "Everyone has tried to tell you, but you won't listen. Going to deal with you in a way you've never been dealt with before. Come to my room every day at 3:00 next two weeks."  "But what about the bus?"  "Your bus leaves at 3:15."  Next day, Jeremy scared. Mr Sanders walked right up to him and gave him a big ... hug!  "That will be all."  Next day same thing. On the third day, teacher looked him in eye and said, "Underneath you're a pretty good guy."  By Friday, Jeremy hugged him back. Didn't mean to, couldn't help it.  Next week every day same thing. Now Jeremy hugged him back. Last Friday Jeremy reluctant to see Mr. Sanders because he knew the “punishment” would end. He didn't want it to.  Tears ran down his face  as he hugged for last time. Didn't want to let go. Teacher held him a long time. After awhile, Jeremy said, "No one ever hugs me at home. They just yell at me and tell me what a bad boy I am. But I know I'm not really a bad boy."  "No, you're not. You just act like one sometimes. Maybe you could learn to act differently so people will know what you're really like."  "I'll try to be good."  "You don't have to come back here anymore. But I'll be here if you need me."  Other kids couldn't believe the difference they saw in Jeremy as he walked down the hall - he was smiling!  
VIII. Conclusion 

VIII. God went public through Jesus Christ, inviting all to become stockholders, sharers in God's enterprise, the business of practical love.
VIII. Pet store owner, sign, "Puppies for Sale." Little girl, "How much?"  "$30-$50"  Reached into pocket, "$2.37. Can I at least look at them?"  "Sure,"  owner whistled, out came Lady followed by five tiny balls of fur. One puppy lagging behind, limping.  Little girl, "What's wrong?"  Vet examined, discovered puppy had no hip socket, would always limp.  "That's the one I want to buy!"  "No, you don't really want to buy that one. If you really want him, I'll just give him to you."   Little girl upset. "I don't want you to give him to me. Puppy worth every bit as much as others. I'll pay full price. I'll give you $2.37 now and 50 cents a month until I have him paid for."  "You don't really want to buy this dog. Never be able to run, jump and play with you."  Little girl rolled up pant leg to reveal crippled left leg held by a brace.  Said softly, "I don't run so good myself, and puppy needs someone who understands."
VIII. AMEN
